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The start of the Kids 1.195 race in the Santos City2Surf in 2020. Picture: Glenn Campbell

DARWIN’S biggest mass 
participation sporting event, the 
City2Surf, is about to get even 
bigger as it spreads over two days 
for the first time.

Thousands of runners and 
walkers have taken to the streets 
of Darwin since the City2Surf’s 
inception but, now in its 49th 
year, the event will become a 
festival of healthy activity.

Kicking off Saturday, the 
Darwin Esplanade will transform 
into a racetrack with mile races 
and cycling criteriums getting the 
crowds cheering between Daly 
and Peel streets.

The Esplanade will also be 
filled with live music with four 
acts taking the stage between 
3pm and 7pm. 

Then on Sunday the famous 
long distance races will step into 
the limelight with the first wave of 
racers taking on the 12km run 
starting at 6.45am.

Athletics NT executive officer 
Leanne Chin said the extra day of 
racing allowed for more 
participation in the famous race.

“Adding the Saturday program 
enables sports fans to maximise 
participation in the event,” Ms 
Chin said. “We all know Darwin is 
beautiful this time of year and if 
we expand the event over two 
days it will bring more people to 
the Top End for the event. 

“It’s worked, as we have a 
record number of participants 
coming from outside the NT.”
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CITY2SURF FESTIVAL SPREADS OVER TWO DAYS
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Potential buyer for Port
A SURPRISE third party has 
emerged as a potential buyer 
for the Port of Darwin.

The NT News can reveal 
that investment company Sen-
tinel Property Group, which 
recently finalised the $418m 
purchase of Casuarina Shop-
ping Square, has made several 
bids to secure the lease to the 
port.

Speaking on Wednesday at 
an investors lunch in Darwin, 
Sentinel Property Group chief 
executive Warren Ebert was 
asked whether ownership of 

the port mattered to the 
Northern Territory economy 
and whether his company had 
contemplated buying the lease 
to the port.

“We’ve tried to buy it a few 
times and we won’t give up on 
it,” Mr Ebert said. 

“We want to buy it but the 
fellow who owns it, I under-
stand the current regime in 
China isn’t keen on him selling 
it but we’re going to keep 
working at it,” he said.

“It is holding back the Terri-
tory by not being owned by 
local people. It is a problem. 

“We’d love to own it. 

“The equity’s not an issue 
it’s just we’re a willing buyer 
and they’re not a willing seller 
but we’ll keep at them.”

The port, which has been 
mired in controversy since 
Chinese company Landbridge 
inked a 99-year, $506m deal to 
lease the facility in 2015, is not 
currently for sale.

Mr Ebert pointed out that 
Casuarina Shopping Square 
was also not on the market 
when they approached pre-
vious owners GPT with a pur-
chase offer.  That deal was 
settled in under a year and the 
centre is now benefiting from a 

change of management.
Mr Ebert said Sentinel of-

fered Landbridge more than 
the $506m it paid to secure a 
99-year-lease from the North-
ern Territory government. 

“We’d pay them more than 
they paid for it but they won’t 
do it,” he said.

A Department of Defence 
review reportedly found no na-
tional security grounds to rec-
ommend the federal 
government overturn the deal 
but despite this the incoming 
Albanese government has also 
ordered a review of the lease. 
Concerns were immediately 

raised after the leasing deal 
with Landbridge was wrapped 
up by the Giles CLP govern-
ment in 2015, the highest-pro-
file critic being former US 
president Barack Obama. 

A spokesman for the Chief 
Minister said on Thursday that 
Labor did not support the 2015 
leasing deal with Landbridge 
and was focused on the port’s 
role in helping grow the Terri-
tory’s economy to $40bn by 
2030.

“While investment deci-
sions are a matter for them, 
Sentinel have recognised the 
Territory as Australia’s best in-

vestment and the Territory 
Labor government welcomes 
their interest.”

Australia’s Foreign Invest-
ment Review Board did not 
consider the 2015 deal because 
it was a lease arrangement and 
not a sale. The NT government 
owns the port and Chinese-
owned company Landbridge 
holds the long-term lease. 

CAMDEN SMITH

POLICE officers had to dive 
behind their vehicle for safety 
in the Alice Springs CBD after 
a driver of a vehicle deliberat-
ely sped directly towards 
them.

On Wednesday at 11.18pm, 
an orange Nissan 350Z coupe 
was spotted by cops speeding 
along Gregory Tce and Hart-
ley St before accelerating hard 
and skidding before driving at 
police officers at speed.

Police reports say the offi-
cers attempted to intercept the 
coupe twice during the ordeal.

However, they say the ve-
hicle swerved across four lanes 
of traffic and drove on the 
wrong side of the road before 
turning onto Bath St.

The driver then ran a red 
light and turned onto Stott Tce 
and headed for Larapinta Dr 
before officers lost sight of the 
vehicle.

Southern K9 Unit observed 
the vehicle travelling on 
Bloomfield St and parked out-
side a property when a single 
occupant fled the vehicle.

The Nissan coupe has since 
been seized.

A 39-year-old man is cur-
rently assisting police with in-
quiries.

Cops dive 
for safety
from car
FLOSS ADAMS

WE’D PAY THEM MORE 
THAN THEY PAID FOR IT 
BUT THEY WON’T DO IT

WARREN EBERT

DARWIN FAMILY DAY CARE 
Darwin Palmerston Rural | 8920 0600 |info@tccg.org.au

MURRAYA CHILDREN’S CENTRE
Leanyer  | 8927 1080|murraya@tccg.org.au

BEES CREEK OSHC AND VACATION CARE
Bees Creek | 8983 3290 |beescreek.oshc@tccg.org.au

MANILTOA CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
Coolalinga | 8900 9365 | maniltoa@tccg.org.au

Family Day Care Educators are small business owners and child 
care professionals who work in their own homes to provide a 

children to play, learn and develop.

Recruiting for Darwin Family Day Care Home based educators 


