
THE new owners of Casuar-
ina Shopping Square are 
leading an investment road-
show into the Territory with 
up to 50 millionaires travel-
ling to Darwin to inspect 
their blue-chip purchase.

Brisbane property devel-
oper and investor Warren 
Ebert approached previous 

owners GPT with a purchase 
offer last year and the $400m 
sale was finalised in Febru-
ary.

Dozens of investors par-
ticipated in the purchase and 
many of those will be in Dar-
win on Wednesday in time 
for a tour of the Casuarina 
Shopping Square on Thurs-
day.

Sentinel director Michael 

Sherlock said Covid-related 
travel restrictions limited ac-
cess to Darwin when the pur-
chase was being planned.

Mr Sherlock said the 
value of the asset persuaded 
many to invest sight unseen.

“It was quite a task to 
complete the acquisition 
during Covid times,” he said.
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RACING, Gaming and 
Licensing Minister Chansey 
Paech has insisted there is 
“no relation” between gov-
ernment efforts to recoup 
$12m from the Darwin Turf 
Club (DTC) and an $11.6m 
cut to racing, gaming and li-
quor licensing funding.

Mr Paech repeatedly said 

during Budget Estimates that 
discussions about the gov-
ernment’s efforts to recoup 
$12m granted to build the 
DTC grandstand were “on-
going” with the organisation.

Former chief minister Mi-
chael Gunner last year 
vowed to recoup government 
money granted to the DTC 
after an Independent Com-
missioner Against Corrup-

tion report into the tendering 
process.

The 2022-23 budget pa-
pers show an $11.6m cut to 
“racing, gaming and liquor 
licensing” within the Depart-
ment of Industry, Tourism 
and Trade.

Mr Paech said this vari-
ation had “no relation” to the 
grandstand saga. 
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TAKE 
THAT!

Territory tough local shows 3.5m saltie who’s boss, four 

years after his beloved pooch was dramatically killed 

by a croc STORY P5, SHOCKING VIDEOS NTNEWS.COM.AUGoat Island owner Kai Hansen took on a 3.5m 
croc with a frying pan, four years after his dog, 
Dumb Blonde, was killed by a saltie (inset). 
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The Carcom team with Tony Copley at their new premises.

NT Chamber of Commerce 
boss Greg Ireland has praised 
the community collaboration 
that enabled   a business 
virtually destroyed by fire on 
a Thursday to be trading 
again by Tuesday.

A fire two weeks ago at 
auto-electrical business 
Carcom could potentially 
have killed the business. 

Instead, through the 
efforts of Carcom owner 
Tony Copley, his team and 
the generosity of Territory 
businesses – including the 
competition – Carcom’s doors 
were open by the Tuesday, 
albeit at a new premises.

The single-most significant 
contribution came from Cafe 
21’s Brian Barnes and Jenny 
Um who own the Viridian 
glass building down the road 
at 1 Bishop St.

“We had keys within 24 
hours,” Mr Copley told NT 
Business Review. “We’ve got 
customers in here now so 
we’re back on the tracks. 

“Lucky it was a long-

weekend so we had an extra 
day but by Tuesday morning 
we opened up and had 
customers’ cars in here.

“People have been 
awesome. Across the board 
the community response has 
been insane with people 
ringing up and offers of 
furniture and sheds and tools 
and space and parts from our 
friends, the general public 
and the business community.

“I know business people 
have just been jumping out of 
their skin to help. 

“Even some of our 
competitors have called up 
and offered assistance. Great 
guys.”

Carcom’s home for 30 
years is expected to be 
demolished. 

The Bishop St premises 
destroyed by fire hosted two 
businesses.

They were Carcom, which 
specialises in the auto 
electrical field, and Satcom, 
specialising in satellite 
communications for the 
private sector, government 
and Defence.

CAMDEN SMITH 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT 
REVIVES CARCOM 

many of those will be in Dar-
win on Wednesday in time for 
a tour of the centre on Thurs-
day.

Sentinel director Michael 

Millionaires roll into town
THE new owners of Casuarina 
Shopping Square are leading 
an investment roadshow into 
the Territory with up to 50 mil-
lionaires travelling to Darwin 
to inspect their blue-chip pur-
chase.

Brisbane property develop-
er and investor Warren Ebert 
approached previous owners 
GPT with a purchase offer last 
year and the $400m sale was 
finalised in February.

Dozens of investors partici-
pated in the purchase and 

Tracey Lines will be a guest 
presenter.

Other guests include Envi-
ronment Minister and Casuar-
ina MLA Lauren Moss, Ashley 
Heath from Ward Keller and 
Lily North from Belong Group.

Mr Ebert hopes to develop 
Casuarina Square into a town 
centre that will provide resi-
dential and lifestyle choices for 
residents and visitors.

Sentinel has invested heavi-
ly in the Top End during the 
past couple of years including 
purchasing the CasCom build-
ing and Wishart cold stores.

CAMDEN SMITH

Director Michael Sherlock.

Sherlock said Covid-related 
travel restrictions limited ac-
cess to Darwin when the pur-
chase was being planned. 

He said the value of the 
asset persuaded many to invest 
sight unseen.

“It was quite a task to com-
plete the acquisition during 
Covid times,” he said.

“The investors weren’t able 
to get people to the Territory. 
Only Queenslanders were able 
to visit and this is a gamble 
when they’re promising to 
spend money.

“It’s a chance now for inves-

tors from NSW and Victoria to 
come and inspect what they’d 
invested in.

“They’re so excited they’re 
jumping out of their skins to 
get to Darwin and see what 
they bought … and look at 
other investment opportunit-
ies. 

“We want to showcase all 
there is to see in terms of life-
style and investments in Dar-
win.”

While reluctant to reveal 
the identity of the millionaires 
who are behind the project, 
Sentinel believes the investor 

caravan will open up further 
interest in Darwin from 
cashed-up interstate buyers.

“There’s some really big hit-
ters who have an eye for a solid 
investment,” he said.

The visitors will be trans-
ferred to Casuarina Shopping 
Square by bus on Wednesday 
morning and will spend two 
hours in the centre sampling 
food and beverage options as 
well as visiting some of the 190 
stores at the complex. They 
then head to Casuarina Club.
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