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WARREN Ebert’s Sentinel 
Property Group has finalised 
the purchase of Darwin’s Cas-
uarina Square shopping centre 
from GPT Group for about 
$400m.

The Sentinel deal is be-
lieved to the largest single 
commercial property trans-
action north of Brisbane and 
the biggest equity raise for an 
unlisted retail asset ever 
achieved in Australia. It is the 
Sentinel Group’s biggest ac-
quisition since being estab-
lished more than a decade ago.

Sentinel chief executive 
Warren Ebert said securing 
Casuarina Square was a land-
mark deal for the group as “no 
other retail centre dominates 
its market like Casuarina 
Square”. “This is a trophy asset 
and the standout retail prop-
erty in Australia without a 
doubt,” Mr Ebert said.

“The centre receives more 
than eight million visitors a 
year and there is a tremendous 
opportunity to add value to the 
complex as there is approxi-
mately 54,000sq m of develop-
ment potential on the site.

“For Darwin to grow, Cas-
uarina Square must also grow 
as both a retail centre and an 
employment node. I am confi-
dent this will be a billion-dollar 
asset within seven to 10 years.

“Casuarina Square is a mag-
net for the population in Dar-
win because they can shop in 
5.5ha of airconditioned com-

fort. It’s a fantastic asset which 
will deliver substantial returns 
to our investors.”

Mr Ebert’s Sentinel has 
been active in Darwin over the 
past five years and is still seek-
ing acquisitions.

“We are very long in north-
ern Australia, particularly in 
Darwin and North Queens-
land, with a portfolio ap-
proaching $750m,” he said.

“The NT has an enormous 
couple of decades ahead of it 
with planned investments in 
the region of approximately 
$43bn, including the $22bn 
Australian-ASEAN Power 
Link Project, the $4.7bn Santos 
Barossa Gas Field project and 
$8bn in government defence 
infrastructure.

“By 2030, the NT govern-
ment is aiming to achieve 30 
per cent population growth 
and to boost its gross state 
product from $26bn to $40bn.

“The money that is going 
into Darwin and throughout 
the NT is absolutely enormous 
and long term.”

GPT was contacted for 
comment.
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Vic and Marjorie Bisset celebrate their 70th anniversary on Wednesday. Picture: Glenn 
Campbell

VIC and Marjorie Bisset’s love 
has truly stood the test of 
time.

The Virginia couple are 
celebrating their 70th 
wedding anniversary today, 
and Marjorie said not even 
Cyclone Tracy could tear 
them apart.

“I remember the way (Vic) 

helped us through that time 
— he looked after me and the 
kids so well,” she said.

“We were all pretty scared 
then.”

They were married in an 
Adelaide church on February 
2, 1952, when Vic was 19 and 
Marjorie 17. Since then they 
have been blessed with eight 
children, 24 grandchild, 49 
great grandchildren and one 

great-great grandchild.
“We just wanted to get 

married and we did, and we 
had children straight away,” 
Marjorie said.

Daughter Vicki Bisset said 
they would be celebrating 
her parents’ achievements 
with a family get-together 
this weekend. “They’ve been 
a very strong couple right 
throughout,” she said.
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POLICE allege a maskless 
man attacked a petrol station 
manager and stole a handful of 
lollies after he was refused ser-
vice.

Southern Watch Com-
mander Allan Milner said a 
man was being held in the 
Tennant Creek watch house 
for allegedly attacking the 
worker, stealing lollies  and 
breaching the chief health offi-
cer’s orders.

Mr Milner alleged the man 
went to the Tennant Creek BP 
Truckstop at 8.50pm on Mon-
day and was told he had to 
wear a mask to enter the store.

Police were told   the man 
then attacked the manager, 
damaged the front door and 
stole some lollies  before run-
ning off. Mr Milner said the 
manager was not badly in-
jured, saying “he’s lucky, he’s 
going to be all right”.

Police arrested the man 
later that night in Tennant 
Creek and he was taken to the 
watch house.

Mr Milner said the man was 
to still be formally charged, but 
he had already been issued a 
$5024 infringement notice for 
breaching health orders.

Mr Milner said the incident 
followed a busy night for 
Southern NT police, with offi-
cers responding to eight break-
ins and tracking down two 
recovered vehicles.

Mr Milner said one unfortu-
nate tourist came face to face 
with a thief in his Diplomat 
Hotel room in Alice Springs 
when he was woken by a “hor-
rible smell” at 1.50am on Tues-
day. He said the man saw a 
person in his room and chased 
him out, but not before the thief 
took his wallet from the room.

Cars were also stolen 
among other thefts including a 
“very large” amount of alcohol 
from a Braitling business. All 
investigations are continuing. 
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